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Holistic Rubric for Selecting Literature in a Catholic School

Compare the literature selection to the description provided in each box and circle the score that
most closely applies to your selection.

Score

Description

4
Excellent
Choice

There are multiple or significant timeless themes presented which: transcend culture and
politics, allow for a richer and deeper understanding of humanity, and lend themselves to
profound discussion about authentic truth and reality from a Catholic worldview. The
work powerfully provokes a deeper understanding of virtue (or the destructive
consequences of the lack thereof) and its effects on human flourishing. The work is
uniquely suited to assist the student to a right ordering of the imagination, passions, and
emotions. The work has significant artistic weight and strong intellectual merit. The
writing is very well crafted and can serve as a model for student emulation. The work has
been read for generations. There is no profanity. There is no blasphemy. There is no
description of sexual activity or sexual fantasy. The content does not diminish the
student’s faith or innocence or lead the student to sin or despair. The instructor is
expertly equipped to provide a Catholic perspective on content and themes.

3
Good
Choice

There are themes presented which: transcend culture and politics, allow for a deeper
understanding of humanity, and lend themselves to discussion about authentic truth and
reality from a Catholic worldview. The work allows for discussion of virtue (or the
destructive consequences of the lack thereof) and its effects on human flourishing. The
work assists the student to a right ordering of the imagination, passions, and emotions.
The work has artistic weight and intellectual merit. The writing is well crafted. The work
is likely to be read by future generations. There is no shocking or significant profanity.
There is no blasphemy. There is no description of sexual activity or sexual fantasy. The
content does not diminish the student’s faith or innocence or lead the student to sin or
despair. The instructor is effectively equipped to provide a Catholic perspective on all
essential content and themes.

2
Fair
Choice
(See below)

Themes are primarily cultural and political, somewhat limiting discussion about
transcendent concerns. Discussion about authentic truth and reality from a Catholic
worldview is possible but not forefront. The work allows for discussion of virtue (or the
destructive consequences of the lack thereof) but its impact on human flourishing is
ambiguous and/or ambivalent. Disorder in the work may somewhat confuse the students’
passions or emotions. The work is currently popular in some English or liberal arts
courses but has not yet proved its staying power over time. There is no shocking or
significant profanity. There is ambivalence or neutrality toward the Catholic faith. There
is no excessive or explicit description of sexual activity or sexual fantasy. The content
does not diminish the student’s faith or innocence or lead the student to sin or despair.
The instructor is adequately equipped to provide a Catholic perspective on most content
and themes.

1
Poor
Choice

Themes are primarily cultural and political, limiting discussion about transcendent
concerns. Discussion about authentic truth and reality from a Catholic worldview is
significantly impeded by a worldview that is provocatively and enticingly anti-Christian.
Virtue and vice are confused, ridiculed, or presented as inconsequential. Disorder in the
work is not resolved or leads the students’ passions or emotions astray. The work is
culturally popular, but rarely found in school curricula, and has not yet proved its staying
power over time. There is shocking and explicit violence. There is shocking or
significant profanity. The work is blasphemous. There is excessive or explicit description
of sexual activity or sexual fantasy. The content may diminish the student’s faith or
innocence or lead the student to sin or despair. The instructor is insufficiently equipped
to provide a Catholic perspective on all content and themes.

Scale Score 2 = Compelling reason must be given for this selection, along with supports to mitigate areas of concern.
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