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for the first-ever Newman Guide College Leaders Summit held at
the University of St. Thomas (Houston) on June 12-14, 2024!

Trustees, presidents, vice presidents, deans, and other key leaders of Newman Guide Recommended
institutions are invited to porticipate. The theme for the 2024 Summit is “"Our Shared Mission,”
reflecting Houston's storied reputotion as the home of the United States space program
Most importantly, the theme highlights the Summit's key purposes:

1. Refuel college leaders for the evangelical mission of Catholic education
2. lounch a new phase in the renewal of Catholic higher education
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Dear friend of Catholic eduction,

It’s often said, “Good teachers love their students.” Students will often seek the affection of their teach-
ers, and I've seen many teachers and professors yearn for the affection of their students.

But affection cannot replace the true love of a Catholic educator. A relationship built on mere affec-
tion can even distort a student’s formation. In Catholic education, everything is rooted in the truth of
the human person and ordered to the higher things of God. This is the basis for a teacher’s love—not
personal fondness, admiration, or even metit.

Consider another saying: “Children need parents, not friends”—and the same

could be said for teachers. Of course, adults can and should be friendly with | SHALL HAVETO

young people, accompanying them on the path to maturity. But the Christian

adult always chooses the true good of the human person before catering to ANSWER FORTHE
youthful desires that may be selfish and harmful. OPPORTUNITIES GIVEN
“Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who loves ME OF BENEFITTING
Me,” Jesus said. And St. John Henry Newman used to pray for himself and his

students, “May I engage in them, remembering that I am a minister of Christ... THOSE WHO ARE
remembering the worth of souls and that I shall have to answer for the opportu- UNDER MY CARE

nities given me of benefitting those who are under my care.”

Here’s the rub: witnessing to God’s truth, goodness, and beauty is not easy.

Catholic education, done rightly, is not easy. That’s why The Cardinal Newman

Society’s work is so important and valuable. We focus attention on faithful standards and best practices
in Catholic education, and we help educators lead students to full communion with God through Jesus
Christ.

We also help those educators protect against legal threats and false ideologies. And we help families find
schools and colleges that faithfully witness to Catholic teaching, practice, and morality.

Please pray for The Cardinal Newman Society and invite Catholic educators and clergy to subscribe
(free of chatge) to Our Catholic Mission at https:/ / cardinalnewmansociety.org/ocm-subscribe/

And if you can donate even a small amount to support our important work in 2024, please send a
tax-deductible gift today in the enclosed envelope or by using the QR code below. We need your
help to bring renewal to Catholic education, the Church, and our culture.

Thank you, and may God bless youl

Sincerely yours in Christ,

>
aA g

Patrick Reilly
President and Founder
The Cardinal Newman Society SCAN TO DONATE
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he Catholic Church describes
the teaching ministry as an-
swering a call to a “vocation”
rather than a “profession.”
That vocation, say multiple Vatican doc-

uments, demands witness to the Faith in
both word and deed.

= “Modern man listens more willingly to
witnesses than to teachers, and if he
does listen to teachers, it is because they
are witnesses,” observes Pope Paul VI

- in his apostolic exhortation Evangelli
Nuntiandi (1975).

Such witness to the Faith is necessary,

first of all, because the teacher serves

a Catholic apostolate founded upon
+ the truth of Church teaching. Every
employee of a Catholic school, college,
hospital, patish, or other entity should
uphold moral expectations as a repre-
sentative of the Church. This avoids
scandal and serves the purposes of a
Catholic institution.

But in the Catholic home, school, and
college, there is an added demand for
faithful witness by anyone in a teach-

ing ministry—including classroom
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teachers, parents, coaches, counselors,
school leaders, etc.—because of the
particular vocation of teaching and the
evangelistic mission of Catholic educa-
tion. Modeling holiness and conviction
has a powerful effect on a student’s
learning and formation. This is true of
any teacher of any discipline, not only
religion class.

The Church’s newest education docu-
ment, The Identity of the Catholic School for
a Cultnre of Dialogue (2022), declares the
Catholic school teacher’s “canonical”
role and function. The teacher holds “an
ecclesiastical munus and office” in refer-
ence to Canon 145 of the Code of Canon
Law. “Munus” is Latin for duty, office,
ot function. Canon 145 states, “An eccle-
siastical office is any function constituted
in a stable manner by divine or ecclesi-
astical ordinance to be exercised for a
spiritual purpose.” Canon 149 adds that
a Catholic holding such an office must
be in “communion with the Church”
and “endowed with those qualities which
are required for that office.” Catholic ed-
ucators, in particular, must demonstrate
“outstanding and correct doctrine and
integrity of life” (Canon 803).

I -
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The Vatican 11 constitution Gravissimum
Eduncationis says Catholic school teachers
require “special qualities of mind and
heart” who “by their life as much as by
their instruction bear witness to Christ,
the unique Teacher.” In Lay Catholics

in Schools: Witnesses to Faith (1982), the
Chutch tells us that teachers should
possess “affection, tact, understanding,
serenity of spirit, a balanced judgment,
patience in listening to others... pru-
dence in the way they respond... [and
a] clear vision of the Christian milieu
and live in accord with it.” It goes on to
state that a teacher’s conduct is always
much more important than speech...
The more completely an educator can
give concrete witness to the model of
the ideal person [Christ] that is being
presented to the students, the more this
ideal will be believed and imitated. ..
Students should see in their teachers the
Christian attitude and behavior that is
often so conspicuously absent from the
secular atmosphere in which they live.

A personal, faithful witness helps the

teacher evangelize students and, by ex- .« &
tension, their families. It is their witness *
animated by the efficacious grace of
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God that brings Christ to others ‘ ‘ : fying, and... educational mission = °
and generates a spiritually rich EVERY EMPLOYEE OF A of the Church” (Lay Catholics in a
and thriving scholastic commu- Schools: Witnesses to Faith) and that 1
nity. One way of transmitting CATHOLIC SCHOOL, COLLEGE, “they cannot regard themselves .=
the doctrines and practices of as cut off from the ecclesial "
the Church is by immersing the HOSPITAL, PARISH, OR OTHER complex” (Consecrated Persons and

. student in a spiritually rich envi- Their Mission in Schools, 2002).

' ronment where honest inquiry ENTITY SHOULD UPHOLD Hypocrisy is quickly identified, |
and religious understanding are MORAL EXPECTATIONS AS A and Christian integrity becomes
cultivated. an inspiration to students who,

REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CHURCH. , , once presented with the tradi-
Catholic education fulfills its tions of the Chutch, may never- "
evangelistic mission through theless call into question and test =~ *
the “lives of people, past and these traditions before making
present, who bear witness to them their own.
the Word” (The Catholic School, 1977). sacramental life. Students and teachers I
Through their “witness and behavior,” should not be strangers to prayer and The Church needs faith-filled teachers, |
. teachers “aim to make man more man.”  the witness of people who know, live, who, through their conviction and pur- | 2
Teachers, as witnesses, are called to par-  and have a deep relationship with the suit of the truth, make the Catholic faith =
- tcipate in the sacramental and liturgical ~ Lotd. Teachers are so essential to Cath-  “visible, tangible and conscious” (The 5
life of the school and, by doing so, give  olic education that Gravissimum Edncatio-  Identity of the Catholic School for a Culture of
- students concrete examples of Christian  #is emphatically states it “depends upon  Dialogne, 2022) in order to counter the ef- = -
living (Lay Catholics in Schools: Witnesses to - them almost entirely for the accom- fects of seculatization that can infiltrate
Fuaith, 1982). plishment of its goals and programs”—  even our best Catholic schools. ~ OCM -
the formation of students as disciples
For Catholic education to be most of Christ for this life and the next. ~ DENISE DONOHUE, ED.D. 3
o 3 is vice president for educator resources e
52 effectl.vclf:, Christ must be the central S TheCardpalNEwm e oclety )3 '
organizing principle. Students should The Church also states that Catholic ddonohue@cardinalnewmansociety.org i
frequently read and listen to Sacred school teachers “must be profoundly
Scripture and participate in the Church’s  convinced that they share in the sancti-
e vy X .‘ s A . . Yitcyd i ] Sprln% 2024 - .cardmal.newmanscic.|ety._0rg_ QS A
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ON EVANGELIZATION

IN THE_
MODERN WORLD

Evangeil Munfiany

Code of Canon Law (1983)

Can. 803 §2. The instruction and
education in a Catholic school must be
grounded in the principles of Catholic
doctrine; teachers are to be outstanding
in correct doctrine and integrity of life.

Can. 810 §1. The authority competent
according to the statutes has the duty
to make provision so that teachers are
appointed in Catholic universities who
besides their scientific and pedagogical
qualifications are outstanding in in-
tegrity of doctrine and probity of life
and that they are removed from their
function when they lack these require-
ments...

Pope Paul VI, Gravissimum
Educationis (1965)

8. ...But let teachers recognize that the
Catholic school depends upon them
almost entirely for the accomplishment
of its goals and programs... Intimately
linked in chatity to one another and

to their students and endowed with an
apostolic spirit, may teachers by their
life as much as by their instruction bear
witness to Christ, the unique Teacher.

Pope Paul VI, Evangelii
Nuntiandi (1975)

41. ...‘Modern man listens more
willingly to witnesses than to teachers,
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and if he does listen to teachers, it is
because they are witnesses’ (Pope Paul
V1, Address to the Members of the Consilinm
de Laicis, 1974). St. Peter expressed this
well when he held up the example of a
reverent and chaste life that wins over
even without a word those who refuse
to obey the word. It is therefore primar-
ily by her conduct and by her life that
the Church will evangelize the world,

in other words, by her living witness of
fidelity to the Lord Jesus—the witness
of poverty and detachment, of freedom
in the face of the powers of this world,
in short, the witness of sanctity.

Sacred Congregation for Catholic
Education, The Catholic School
1977)

78. By their witness and their behavior,
teachers are of the first importance to
impart a distinctive character to Catho-
lic schools. It is, therefore, indispensable
to ensure their continuing formation
through some form of suitable pastoral
provision. This must aim to animate
them as witnesses of Christ in the class-
room and tackle the problems of their
particular apostolate, especially regard-
ing a Christian vision of the world and
of education, problems also connected
with the art of teaching in accordance
with the principles of the Gospel.
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Sacred Congregation for Catholic
Education, Lay Catholic in Schools:
Witnesses to the Faith (1982)

32. Conduct is always much more im-
portant than speech; this fact becomes
especially important in the formation
period of students. The more complete-
ly an educator can give concrete witness
to the model of the ideal person that

is being presented to the students, the
more this ideal will be believed and imi-
tated. For it will then be seen as some-
thing reasonable and worthy of being
lived, something concrete and realizable.
It is in this context that the faith witness
of the lay teacher becomes especially
important. Students should see in their
teachers the Christian attitude and
behavior that is often so conspicuously
absent from the secular atmosphere in
which they live. Without this witness,
living in such an atmosphere, they may
begin to regard Christian behavior as

an impossible ideal. It must never be
forgotten that in the crises ‘which have
their greatest effect on the younger gen-
erations,” the most important element in
the educational endeavor is ‘always the
individual person: the person, and the
moral dignity of that person which is
the result of his or her principles, and
the conformity of actions with those
principles’ (Pope St. John Paul II, Dis-
conrse to UNESCO, 1980).
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Congregation for Catholic Educa-
tion, Ex corde Ecclesiae (1990)

22. ...Christians among [Catholic uni-
versity] teachers are called to be witness-
es and educators of authentic Christian
life, which evidences attained integra-
tion between faith and life, and between
professional competence and Christian
wisdom. All teachers are to be inspired
by academic ideals and by the principles
of an authentically human life.

U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, National Directory for
Catechesis (2005)

p. 231, 233: The distinctive Catholic
identity and mission of the Catholic
school also depend on the efforts and
example of the whole faculty... All
teachers in Catholic schools share in the
catechetical ministry... as much as pos-
sible, all teachers in a Catholic school
should be practicing Catholics.

U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops, Renewing Our Commit-
ment to Catholic Elementary and
Secondary Schools in the Third
Millennium (2005)

Catholic school personnel should be

+ grounded in a faith-based Catholic
culture, have strong bonds to Christ
and the Church, and be witnesses to the
faith in both their words and actions.

The formation of petrsonnel will allow
the Gospel message and the living
presence of Jesus to permeate'the entire
life of the school community and thus
be faithful to the school’s evangelizing
mission.

Congregation for Catholic Educa-
tion, Educating Together in Catholic
Schools: A Shared Mission Between
Consecrated Persons and the Lay
Faithful (2007)

15. ... This mission demands, from all
the members of the educational com-
munity, the awareness that educators,
as persons and as a community, have
an unavoidable responsibility to create
an original Christian style. They are
required to be witnesses of Jesus Christ
and to demonstrate Christian life as
bearing light and meaning for everyone.
Just as a consecrated person is called to
testify his or her specific vocation to a
life of communion in love so as to be
in the scholastic community a sign, a
memortial and a prophecy of the values
of the Gospel, so too a lay educator is
required to exercise ‘a specific mission
within the Church by living, in faith, a
secular vocation in the communitarian
structure of the school” (Sacred Congre-
gation for Catholic Education, Lay Cath-
olies in Schools: Witnesses to Faith, 1982).

THES

..teachers, just like every person
Who hves and works in a scholastic
environment, educate, ot they can
also dis-educate, with their verbal and
non-verbal behavior. “The central figure
in the work of educating, and especially
in education in the faith, which is the
summit of the person’s formation and is
his or her most appropriate horizon, is
specifically the form of witness” (Pope
Benedict XV, Address to Rome’s Ecclesial

Diocesan Convention on the Family and Chris-

tian Community, 2005). ‘More than ever
this demands that witness, nourished by
prayer, be the all-encompassing milieu
of every Catholic school. Teachers, as
witnesses, account for the hope that
nourishes their own lives (cf. 1 Pt 3:15)
by living the truth they propose to their
pupils, always in reference to the one
they have encountered and whose de-
pendable goodness they have sampled
with joy’” (Pope Benedict XVI, Speech to
the Bishops of Ontario, Canada, 2000).

Congregation for Catholic Educa-
tion, Educating Today and Tomor-
row: A Renewing Passion (2014)

But above all with your life be witnesses
of what you communicate. Educators. ..
pass on knowledge and values with their
words; but theitr words will have an inci-
sive effect on children and young people
if they are accompanied by their witness,
their consistent way of life. Without
consistency it is impossible to educate!
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oly Rosary Academy in An-

chorage, Alaska, is trecog-

nized in The Newman Guide

for its faithful Catholic edu-
cation from Pre-K through 12th grade.
All teachers make a Profession of Faith
to the Catholic Church upon hiring. And
the fruits are many: in the last year alone,
five students came into full communion
with the Catholic Chutch.

While there are many elements of a
strong Catholic education, students at
Holy Rosary Academy have cleatly ben-
efitted from the faithful witness of their
teachers. Below are the personal testimo-
nies of Anabelle Pearson, a 10th-grade
student who plans to enter the Catholic
Church, and two high school teachers
at the Academy: Dr. Laura Walters and
Kevin Quain.

Anabelle Pearson

I had been an atheist
for my entire child-
hood leading up to my
years at Holy Rosary
Academy...

Many wonderful peo-
ple took part in my
conversion; however,
it was Dr. Walters and
Mr. Quain, my Church
history and medieval seminar teachers,
respectively, who guided and strength-
ened me in faith. In these two classes
specifically, I was able to reflect on my
past as we studied the history of the
Church and the lives of many saints and
sinners.

I look up to Dr. Walters as a role mod-
el; she is incredibly talented in numer-
ous skills, languages, and academics. Dr.
Walters has accomplished a plethora of

08 cardinalnewmansociety.org - Spring 2024

extraordinary things in all areas from
science to art, yet she is the humblest
person I've ever met. Most importantly,
despite all that she has achieved and still
strives for in her free time, Dr. Walters
dedicates her time to come and teach us
teenagers. Dr. Walters cares deeply about
her students and guides us toward spit-
itual and academic success. Dr. Walters
has never judged me for asking any ques-
tions about Catholicism and the Church,
and her responses are always helpful. Her
teachings in history allow me to have a
firm foundation in Church knowledge,
which has proved useful in many situa-
tions, including medieval seminar class.

HE...HAS HELPED ME
SEE THAT BELIEVING IN
GOD ISNOT A CRUTCH
TO GETTHROUGH LIFE,
RATHER, GOD IS THE
REASON [ HAVE LIFE.

Mr. Quain, my medieval seminar teach-
et, has greatly contributed to solidifying
me in my faith. Mr. Quain is humorous
and uplifting and can always brighten the
day. In the seminar, he helps our class
reflect on our lives as we analyze books
containing stories of growth in character
and faith such as The Confessions of St. Au-
gustine. He is an excellent role model in
Catholicism and has helped me see that
believing in God is not a crutch to get
through life, rather, God is the reason I
have life.

Faith is a path with many twists, turns,
and bumps, and rarely is it easy. This
spring, Holy Rosary is organizing a trip
to Assisi and Rome for Holy Week. We
will be walking the pilgrimage that St.
Francis completed to ask the Pope to
start his order of Franciscans. In years
to come, I hope to be baptized and con-
firmed into the Catholic Church.

Dr. Laura Walters

I view my vocation of teaching as some-
thing definitely from God.

I am a naturally shy person, and while
I was completing my Ph.D., 1 always
thought that I would spend my profes-
sional life with paintings, drawings, and
manuscripts in quiet corners of archives
and museums. However, when I began
teaching at the University of St. An-
drews [in Scotland], I ended up loving it,
and when I began teaching at Holy Ro-
sary Academy, I felt very clearly that this
was something more than my will.

Teaching is a great privilege: to be able
to help form students, especially in those
crucial upper school years when they are
becoming adults. I see my vocation of
teaching as a way for me to serve oth-
ers through love and charity, and thus to
serve God.

The ideas of service and charity are
incorporated into all I do. I always try
to help students understand concepts
(whether they’re in Calculus, Biology,
Chutch, History, Art, etc.) to truly teach
them and help them learn how to think,
rather than what to think. I approach
each student as having such great value,
as he or she is made in the image and
likeness of God, and is a unique and
beautiful person.



| SEE MY VOCATION OF
TEACHING AS A WAY FOR
ME TO SERVE OTHERS
THROUGH LOVE AND
CHARITY, AND THUSTO
SERVE GOD.

Students are always learning (and so are
teachers!), and I try to remind them of
this, and that it’s okay to make a mistake,
it’s okay to have questions on things, and
that it’s how we respond to that which
matters... We strive to find the truth and

the heart of a matter togeth-
et, students and teachers,
which is.a beautiful model
for them to follow as they
graduate and leave our halls.

Kevin Quain

I strive to give my students
an example of strong char-
acter both in the classroom
and on the court as a middle school bas-
ketball coach. Fundamental traits of a
strong character ate self-discipline and
petseverance. These two traits should
guide students in every aspect of their
lives, whether in faith, academics, sports,
etc. Embodying these traits and encour-

aging students are the best ways
to help them build strong char-
acter and an indomitable spitit.

The beauty of Catholicism in-
cludes the belief that God cre-
ated all things, and that creation
will help us to know and love
Him more. With this perspec-
tive, everything in the class-
room is more meaningful and
tangible because all the subjects, when
integrated with our final end in mind,
lead us closer to God. OCM

KELLY SALOMON

is vice president of Newman Guide
programs at The Cardinal
Newman Society.

ksalomon@cardinalnewmansociety.org
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he Catholic University of

America recently taught stu-

dents a tough but valuable les-

son about witness and respon-
sibility. It’s a lesson the students—as well
as the faculty—are unlikely to forget.

1 On January 30, university president Dr.

Peter Kilpatrick announced the firing of

. 2 psychology lecturer following a scan-

" dalous incident in her classroom. The lec-

turer, teaching a course titled “Lifespan
Development,” had invited an “abortion
doula” to speak to the students. An abor-
tion doula is someone who accompanies
women as they undergo abortions. Re-
ports claim that the guest not only advo-

& cated abortion but also celebrated “child-

birth” by “trans” men.

Critics later accused the university of vi-
olating academic freedom by firing the
lecturer, and no doubt some students
and faculty members agree. But by acting
swiftly and decisively—and by publicly
explaining the necessity of upholding
the university’s mission—the Catholic
University of America set an important
example for Catholic educators.

“In our rigorous pursuit of truth and jus-
tice, we engage at times with arguments
or ideologies contrary to reason ot to the
Gospel,” Dr. Kilpatrick acknowledged in
a letter to students. “But we do so fully
confident in the clarity given by the com-

. bined lights of reason and faith, and we
| commit to never advocate for sin or to

give moral equivalence to error.”

It was an excellent letter. When leaders so
clearly articulate the mission of Catho-
lic education and moral expectations for
faculty members, consequences for bad
behavior and false teaching no longer ap-
pear harsh. Instead, it is out of concern
for truth and the formation of students
that Catholic education leaders must
discipline and sometimes even remove
teachers when they lead students astray.
False witness is contrary to the truth that
is foundational to Catholic education.

“Our studies aim at producing wisdom,
which includes excellence in living and
sharing the truth with others,” explained
Dr. Kilpatrick. “May our common study
help us to understand life, to love good-
ness, and to promote and protect the
dignity of the human person.”

Responding with heroism

In a culture increasingly hostile to Cath-
olic morality, Catholic
schools and colleges are
likely to face more con-
flicts with employees
who resist moral expec-
tations. But if teachers
uphold the faith, their
witness can be all the
more influential with
students—lights in the
darkness. And if lead-
ers remain steadfast in
the truth when conflicts
arise, their heroic wit-
ness can be a valuable
education for students
and the broader public.

Prorecring
Revisious Frecoom

OUR CATHOLIC MISSION

Ve b

" Patrick Relly

Consider the case of Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe School in Hermosa Beach, Ca- =
lif. In 2012, the school announced that |

teachers must obtain catechist certifica- £
tion to ensure the integration of Cath- |

olic teaching across all disciplines. One |
non-Catholic teacher, whose duties in- |
cluded teaching all subjects including re- |
ligion, failed to get the certification and
was fired.

The school’s courageous act of dismissing
the teacher, rather than compromising its
mission and thereby harming its students,
led to a lawsuit claiming age discrimina-
tion. On the face of it, this seemed ex-
actly the outcome that school leaders
want to avoid to protect their schools.
But the lawsuit eventually led to the land-
mark US. Supreme Court ruling in 2020,
upholding the ministerial exception and
protecting the right of Catholic schools
to choose teachers according to religious
criteria without court interference.

Sadly, Gordon College |
lost the opportunity to |
obtain a similar land- |
mark ruling for Chris- |
tian higher education. |
The Evangelical Chris- |
tian college faced a [
hostile Massachusetts |
court, when a fired |
sociology  professor
claimed that she had
been unfairly denied
tenure because of her
public attacks on the
college’s Christian
views of sexuality and




Cass Dotail

Our Lady of Guadalupe School
L

Maorrissey-Berru

Coensa]

US Supreme Cour

marriage. Gordon’s leaders asked the
US. Supreme Court to prevent the case

~ from proceeding under the ministerial

~ exception, but when the Court declined,
1 Gordon settled the case.

| It would be unfair to judge Gordon
* College’s choice to settle, but standing
firm for religious freedom and insisting
on the moral witness of all employees
is a necessary line in the sand—even if
it causes some degree of martyrdom.
The ultimate goal of Catholic education
is evangelization, bringing students to

" | God by reason and faith. While avoid-

. ing lawsuits may keep a school or college
going for the short term, defending ap-
propriate personnel policies is necessary
to protecting Catholic education for the
long term and shows students a power-

% ~ ful witness to fidelity.

In the amicus brief joined by The Car-

dinal Newman Society, urging the Su-
| preme Court to take up the Gordon
case, we attested:

“Faculty are the life-blood of every col-
lege and university, without which teach-
. ing and scholarship cannot occur. For
| faithful Catholic and protestant insti-
| tutions, teaching and scholarship is not
an end in itself. Without recognizing the
‘Word’ through whom ‘all things were
made’ (John 1: 1-3), teaching and schol-
arship on any subject is incomplete.”

Legal Decuments

Leading dioceses

Today many dioceses across the U.S. are
instituting personnel guidelines and mo-
rality clauses in employee contracts, so
that the Church’s expectations are clear
to employees. These also help to invite
educators to more faithful witness in-
side and outside the classroom. Still,
some employees are unwilling to abide
by them.

The Archdiocese of Indianapolis has
made a significant effort to strengthen
the Catholic mission of its schools, only
to face four separate cases of employees
entering into civil same-sex marriages.
Two dismissed counselors at Roncalli
High School filed lawsuits claiming dis-
ctimination, as did a teacher at Cathedral

1 THIS ISTRUE OF ALL
CATHOLIC EDUCATION,
WHICH “SPEAKS" AS
MUCH BY THE WITNESS
OF ITS EMPLOYEES AS BY
CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION., 0

Catholic High School. After a difficult |
legal fight, the archdiocese triumphed in
all three cases.

In the Diocese of Chatlotte, a substitute |
teacher’s contract was not renewed af-
ter he declared a same-sex marriage and
publicly opposed Church teaching. The &
ACLU is helping the teacher pursue a |

lawsuit against Charlotte Catholic High |

School and the diocese, and a ruling is
pending in the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fourth Circuit. '

These dioceses know that teacher wit- |
ness is at the heart of Catholic educa- |
tion. In Ex corde Ecclesiae, St. John Paul 11 |
declared, “If need be, a Catholic univer-
sity must have the courage to speak un-
comfortable truths which do not please
public opinion, but which are necessary
to safeguard the authentic good of so- |
ciety.” This is true of all Catholic edu-

cation, which “speaks” as much by the [

witness of its employees as by classroom
instruction. Speaking, however, some- |
times requires courage to uphold the |
truth for the good of the students and |
all who listen. OCM §

PATRICK REILLY
is president and founder of
The Cardinal Newman Society.
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n one oF her last letters, written to a
Former student, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
did what all teachers are called to do:

she pointed to the Truth in love.

“God bless you, my loved child,” she
wrote. “Remember Mother’s first and last
lesson to you: seek God in all things... If
you do this, you will live in his presence
and will preserve the graces of your first
communion.”

As a teacher, Mother Seton kept a large
correspondence that demonstrated a
wide capacity for friendship with others
and friendship with the Truth, an affec-
tionate relationality that extended to stu-
dents, parents, and former students. Let-
ter by letter, she continued to encourage,
exhort, form, and instruct them far and
wide, even though they were no longer
together. Mother Seton understood that
it is by way jof the heart that a teacher
reaches a student’s mind, and that all
good teaching, whether in person, by let-
ter, or online, is always first personal and
relational.’ |

Morgan Stanley

Thus, it is the personal influence of
the teacher, rooted in their intellectual,
moral, and spiritual excellence, that can
move students to desire to know, love,
and serve Truth, Who is a Person. Saint-
ly teachers, from Augustine to John
Henry Newman to Elizabeth Ann Seton,
have provided the teaching, example,
and inspiration as to how teachers today
can draw students into
deeper friendship with
the Truth.

Each educational mode
or setting, whether a tra-
ditional school setting
or a nontraditional one
such as a home school,
a continuing education
program, a night school,
or an online program,
faces challenges in wit-
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nessing to
the trans-
formative
power of
Truth. Some of these challenges are
shared by all teachers regardless of set-
ting, but some are specific to the nature
of the particular mode or setting. St. Au-
gustine noted the challenge of teaching
night classes on doc-
trine to tired adults at
the end of a long work-
ing day; Newman noted
the opportunities and
challenges in offering
continuing  education
classes at his proposed
university.

Nonetheless, the sub-
stance of good teach-
ing remains the same,
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even as the accidents of mode or setting
change. What is true about good teach-
ing in a traditional setting is also true
about good teaching in a nontraditional
setting. Non-exhaustively:

* A good teacher witnesses to the
Truth through relationship, or what
Newman called “catching force” of
personal influence.

* A good teacher doesn’t simply
communicate information, they are
engaged in the formation of stu-
dents’ vision of reality by revealing
an aspect of the Truth through a
particular discipline or text.

* A good teacher fosters growth in
wisdom, or the ability to see the rela-
tions between things in order to grasp
the whole of reality, and a desire to
conform oneself to that reality.

* A good teacher inspires students to
love and delight in the Truth through
their own obvious affection for it.

In order to db all these things, a teacher
must first be all these things.

For those teaching in an online or non-
traditional setting, the challenge is to first
be all of these things that Seton, Augus-
tine, and Newman exhort, and then to
communicate it in a virtual mode. This
means that teachers must be highly in-
tentional about things that might natu-
rally occur in a traditional classroom. I
suggest seven basic habits of intentional
(online) teaching:

1. Smile. In videos or synchronous
meetings, the teacher should convey
visually their gaudium in veritate (joy in
the Truth), the truth about the good-
ness of existence, and the goodness
of knowledge pursued together. St.
Augustine called this disposition hilar-
itas, ot cheerfulness. What we do as
teachers comes from the heart of the
Church, and there is deep joy in that!

2. Growth in intellectual friend-
ship. A classroom, whether physical
or online, is a place where intellectu-
al friendship in pursuit of the true,
good, and beautiful ought to be fos-
tered. For appropriate friendships to
flourish, teachers need to provide a
space for students to share who they
are—their interests and questions—
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and to be received by the teacher
and their classmates. At the begin-
ning of the semester, ask students
to record a video introducing them-
selves. Touch back on those interests
frequently throughout the semester.
Just as in a seminar, encourage stu-
dents to ask questions of one an-
other and to respond directly rather
than to or through the teacher.

3. Growth in friendship with the
truth. Teachers should share and
model evident love for the Truth
as it is expressed in each discipline.
Demonstrate to students how a
particular course helps them under-
stand the whole of reality by making
connections with other disciplines
and courses. This places a special re-
sponsibility on the teacher to know
what is being taught in other cours-
es. Get to know the other faculty and
their interests and refer to them in
class. Students want to be welcomed
into a community of scholars who
are friends in the Truth, and to do
that, teachers must be friends with
their colleagues.

...ALL GOOD TEACHING,
WHETHER IN PERSON, BY
LETTER, OR ONLINE, IS
ALWAYS FIRST PERSONAL
AND RELATIONAL.

4. Be present, be responsive.
Whenever possible, encourage syn-
chronous meetings. Make time for
office hours, open discussion in
class, and calling out the good seen
in a student intervention ot in a dis-
cussion board. This communicates
to students that their teacher is tak-
ing them and their work seriously
and that they aren’t communicating
into a void. Don’t be afraid to redi-
rect a discussion, but do so cheerful-
ly and with generosity of spirit.

5. Encourage students to grow in
wisdom. Ask them to make con-
nections to other disciplines in or-
der to help them “see the whole.” In

discussion or assignments, ask stu-
dents to make connections and/or
integrate what they’ve learned in one
course with what they’ve learned in
other courses and with their experi-
ence in real life. Help them see that
what they are learning matters for
how they see themselves, the world,
God, and others, and that it matters
for how they live and for their sense
of purpose.

6. Encouraging students in vir-
tue. Help them understand why
timeliness, courtesy, and treating
others with respect, honesty, and in-
tegrity matter not only in class but
for relationships outside of class.
Help them understand that educa-
tion isn’t just about information but
is ultimately a formation in becoming
motre human.

7. Prayer for and with students.
Open and close synchronous meet-
ings with a short prayer like St.
Thomas Aquinas’s Prayer Before Study
ot Prayer for Wisdom. Place this prayer
in a prominent place in the online
“classroom” and on the course syl-
labus. Let students know that their
teacher is praying for them and for
their needs. Pray that the human and
intellectual formation provided by
Catholic education leads to an inner
transformation of vision so that stu-
dents can understand Who and what
they are made for.

Mother Seton, St. John Henry New-
man, and St. Augustine are three shin-
ing examples among a vast number of
spiritual and educational witnesses who
have repeatedly taught through the ages
that it is through the cheerful, generous,
and friendly heart of the teacher that
students are drawn into friendship with
Christ, who is the Way, the Truth, and
the Life. Faithful witness can be accom-
plished in a nontraditional and virtual
setting through thoughtful and inten-
tional teaching practices that reinforce
the personal and relational dimensions
of education. In this way, teachers in any
setting can witness to the catching force
of the Truth. OCM

ANN BRODEUR, PHD
is director of liberal arts education,
Catholic Distance University
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, ; p mid St. John Henry Newman’s thoughts
i = \ about Catholic higher education—the
- \ unity of truth, the complementarity of
1 academic subjects, and the formation
of students unified in mind, body, and spirit in an
intentional academic and spiritual community—we
can also find, albeit more subtly, his vision for the
role of the college educator.

Newman starts from the premise that a university is, “in its
essence, a place for the communication and circulation of
thought, by means of personal intercourse, through a wide
extent of country” (University Sketches, Ch. 2). For Newman,
teaching and personal interaction are more central to a univer-
_ ;  sity than research, and it is important that students and teachers
1 - from different places and in different disciplines come together
/ | in one place to interact. Newman believes Catholic professors
should prioritize student learning and take advantage of oppor-
tunities for interacting with students and other professors.

A Catholic professor’s teaching should be clear, fair, accurate, of
appropriate depth and breadth, and conducted according to best
practices in the discipline, but it is also to be anchored in the truth which
“of what ever kind is the proper object of the intellect” (Idea of a University,
Discourse 7). This truth is unified in God, Newman says:

Because the subject-matter of knowledge is intimately united in itself,
as being the acts and the work of the Creator. Hence it is that the
sciences, into which our knowledge may be said to be cast, have
multiplied bearings one on another, and an internal sym-
pathy, and admit, or rather demand, comparison and
adjustment. (Idea of a University, Discourse 5)

For a Catholic professor, this especially

means there will be extensive com-
munication with the truths of

-|6 newmansociety.org = Spring 2024



theology and its intersection with one’s
teaching and research. St. Pope John
Paul II, himself an expetienced profes-
sot, guides Catholic scholars similarly:

Aided by the specific contributions of
philosophy and theology, university
scholars will be engaged in a con-
stant effort to determine the rela-
tive place and meaning of each of
the various disciplines within the
context of a vision of the human
person and the world that is en-
lightened by the Gospel, and there-
fore by a faith in Christ, the Logos,
as the centre of creation and of hu-
man history. (Ex corde Ecclesiae, 16)

The Catholic professor teaches in
harmony with all truth, especially theo-
logical truth available through faith and
reason, as one called to “personal fidelity
to the Church with all that this implies.”
The professor assists in maintaining the
broader “institutional fidelity of the Uni-
versity to the Christian message [which]
includes a recognition of and adherence
to the teaching authority of the Church
in matters of faith and morals” (Ex corde
Ecclesiae, 27). This point is further spelled
out in Article 4.3,

IT STARTS WITH YOuU!

TRANSFORM

CULTURE m AMERICA

In ways appropriate to the differ-
ent academic disciplines, all Catholic
teachers are to be faithful to, and all
other teachers are to respect, Catholic
doctrine and morals in their research
and teaching,
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Pope Benedict XVI, likewise an accom-
plished university professor, heads off
any misguided objection to this view un-
der the guise of academic freedom, by
reminding Catholic educators that “ap-
peal to the principle of academic free-
dom in order to justify positions that
contradict the faith and the teaching of
the Church would obstruct or even be-
tray the university’s identity and mission”
(Meeting With Catholic Educators, 2008).

Heart Speaks to Heart

Returning to Newman, he attests to the
critical role of complete student forma-
tion and the personal intercourse pro-
vided by educators. Newman is adamant
that students should not just be left to
themselves in college to make their own
way academically, morally, socially, and
spiritually, but need a strong academic
and faith-based community in which to
thrive. This means living as a free, inte-
grated, and unified person:

I wish the intellect to range with the
utmost freedom, and religion to enjoy
an equal freedom; but what I am stipu-
lating for is, that they should be found
in one and the same place and exem-
plified in the same persons... I wish
the same spots and the same individu-
als to be at once oracles of philosophy
and shrines of devotion. (Intellect, the
Instrument of Religions Training, 1850)

This goal for students’ unity of reason
and faith also needs to be modeled in the
unified intellects, morals, and faith of
the teachers encountered by the students
through personal intercourse and wit-
ness. Newman wants students surround-
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ed by models of the intellectual and spit-
itual life, who befriend and mentor them.
The means of a complete education hap-
pens in relationship and a life and energy
springing from a community of persons
and through personal witness.

St. John Paul II picks up this theme
when he writes of Catholic university
professors,

Christians among the teachers are
called to be witnesses and educators
of authentic Christian life, which ev-
idences attained integration between
faith and life, and between profession-
al competence and Christian wisdom.
(Ex corde Ecclesiae, 22)

This theme is further carried by Pope
Benedict XVI, who exhorts Catholic
professors that they,

have the duty and privilege to ensure
that students receive instruction in
Catholic doctrine and practice. This
requires that public witness to the way
of Christ, as found in the Gospel and
upheld by the Church’s Magisterium,
shapes all aspects of an institution’s life,
both inside and outside the classroom.
(Meeting with Catholic Educators, 2008)

Newman is fully cognizant of the im-
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portance of consistency between for-
mation in and out of the classroom.
While Newman does not intend Catholic
universities to be seminaries with strict
timetables and compulsory spiritual ob-
ligations, he desires to create student
communities where academic and spiri-
tual norms are so natural and maintained
by healthy tradition and lived example
that students grow with more ease in ac-
ademic and moral virtue. He states,

This university intends (as far as the
time of a student’s residence allows) 7
Sform bis character, religious, moral, and
social—i.e. to make him a Christian
and a gentleman. Towards making him
both, it is a great step to make him a
scholar and a man of literary taste or
rather, while making him such, right
feelings and principles may be instilled
into him. (Newman’s Memorandum
Book BOA, A6.15 quoted in Paul
Shrimpton’s The Making of Men, p.23)

Newman’s own example as founding rec-
tor of a university found him intimate-
ly involved in the students’ lives, health,
and spiritual well-being. It shows he well
understood the impact of personal force,
companionship, and friendship on hu-
man growth and development. Aloofness
and detachment by those working within
a university are antithetical to his vision.
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Historian Paul Shrimpton observes that
Newman was ahead of his time in this
matter, and he led developments in stu-
dent-academic relationships of care and
camaraderie that would later become a
hallmark of a reformed Oxford system.

In colleges and universities aspiring to
Cardinal Newman’s vision today, you
will often find a rich and structured lib-
eral arts academic core, faithful required
theology courses and other courses in-
tegrated with faithful theology, and a vi-
brant campus life rich in faith and social
interaction. The professors in these insti-
tutions have accepted a unique calling to
serve and participate in these ends. They
understand that the vocation of a Catho-
lic professor is both challenging and spit-
itually rewarding, They strive to put into
practice what Pope Benedict calls “intel-
lectual charity”: the guiding of youth as
a mentor and witness towards the deep
satisfaction of exercising freedom in re-
lation to truth. In so doing, they continue
the long history and inspiration animating
Catholic education, especially as champi-
oned by St. John Henry Newman. OCM

DAN GUERNSEY, ED.D. <20
is a senior fellow at The Cardinal
Newman Society and program director -
for Ave Maria University’s Master in X L
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